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• Rural areas comprise over 76% of the EU’s

territory and over 25% of its population

• Challenging demographic trends and

urban-rural gaps

•  geographies of discontent

Rationale & policy framework

​Source: European Commission - JRC, 2024

• Long-Term Vision for EU’s Rural Areas

• New European Innovation Agenda

• Startup Village Forum initiative
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JRC work on innovation and 
entrepreneurship in rural areas

Conceptualising and developing new 
indicators to measure rural 

innovation and entrepreneurship

Gaining a deeper understanding on 
drivers and obstacles to rural 

innovation and entrepreneurship

Increasing engagement of EU rural 
territories and facilitating the sharing 
of experiences and mutual learning

via secondary data

via primary data
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Startups in the EU

Number of startups in EU countries, 2024

Source: EC-JRC, based on Dealroom.co data 



5

Rural startup 
density

Share of startups in rural areas, 2024

Source: EC-JRC, based on Dealroom.co data 

PRELIMINARY
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Density of rural startups 
to rural population

Country

Rural startups 

over total 

startups

Rural population over 

total population
Ratio

LU 16.7% 32.5% 0.51

NL 4.6% 10.3% 0.45

BE 5.5% 13.5% 0.41

IT 6.5% 17.2% 0.38

DK 12.2% 33.0% 0.37

DE 7.2% 22.7% 0.32

AT 11.8% 38.0% 0.31

ES 3.6% 13.3% 0.27

FI 7.2% 27.3% 0.26

SI 11.5% 44.7% 0.26

FR 8.2% 32.9% 0.25

EU27 6.2% 25.7% 0.24

SE 4.2% 19.5% 0.21

EL 6.5% 31.7% 0.20

PT 5.0% 24.6% 0.20

HR 4.7% 35.2% 0.13

SK 5.4% 42.0% 0.13

HU 3.9% 30.6% 0.13

CY 2.2% 18.8% 0.12

CZ 4.1% 35.6% 0.11

IE 5.1% 44.3% 0.11

PL 4.1% 35.9% 0.11

LV 3.4% 34.3% 0.10

EE 3.5% 36.0% 0.10

BG 2.1% 22.7% 0.09

LT 3.4% 41.7% 0.08

RO 1.8% 38.9% 0.05

MT 0.0% 2.5% 0.00

Source: EC-JRC, based on Dealroom.co and Eurostat data 

PRELIMINARY
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Startups distribution by sector

Source: EC-JRC, based on Dealroom.co data
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• Development of a EU-wide survey to map business innovation 

patterns and characteristics in rural vs urban areas

• Conceptualization and downscaling of indicators to measure 

rural innovation and entrepreneurship 

• Study on the relationship between regional specialisation and 

startup emergence in rural areas 

• Study on the geography and impact of venture capital on 

entrepreneurial performance in rural areas

• Analysis of the role of crowdfunding in rural businesses and 

complementarities with traditional investment channels

• Analysis of regional skill portfolios, industrial dynamics and 

growth potential in rural areas

Stay tuned!
https://startup-forum.rural-vision.europa.eu

What’s next?

https://startup-forum.rural-vision.europa.eu/?lng=en
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Thank you

simone.sasso@ec.europa.eu 
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